
Pitman Environmental Commission 
April 1, 2021 
Chairman Robert Holwitt 
 
The regular meeting of the Pitman Environmental Commission was held on April 
1, 2021 at 7:32 pm via Zoom. 
 
ATTENDANCE:  
 
Present: Courtney Venuti-Williams, Tom Slenkamp, Josh Hitchner, Dare Euler, Bob 
Holwitt, Amy Rudley, Gabi Bowen 
 
Not present: Claire Yeager, Fred Rodi 
 
PUBLIC:  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Motion to approve minutes for March 2021 by Tom, 
seconded by Courtney – Commission agreed unanimously. 
 
BUDGET: Balance remaining as of March 26, 2021: 

Secretary     26.93 

Materials and Supply   52.50 

Training & Seminar   13.13 

Dues & Subscription   350.31- 

Alcyon Lake Stabilization Project 918.75 

Earth Day Events    525.00 

Misc Charges    13.13 

Tree Replacement    210.00 

Special Projects    262.50 

Environmental Total   1671.63 

Bob: Amy, we’re still working with an abbreviated budget? Amy: next council 
meeting it has to be finalized Bob: Okay. Tonight we have some budget up dates. I 
think emailing the budget works better? *everyone agrees* Hopefully we can get 
through reports quickly to move on to Earth day. 
 



COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS:  

 
Recycling: Fred Rodi: not present 
Via email: 

I will not be in attendance for meeting. Recycling Violation tags are in so we can schedule to go 

out and do curb inspections. We are already picking leaves up for spring, April 15th is official 

start date but residents are placing leaves out earlier. We have two of our leaf collection units 

down, the leaf units require a lot of maintenance. A lot of residents are not aware that they 

require impellers, clutches and PTO’s . This is yearly for units and requires a good deal of time 

but is needed for units to operate efficiently. Our grinder is acting up and is not operating 100% 

at this time but we have leaf mulch and composted wood mulch available. We deliver mostly on 

Fridays depending on staffing and available trucks. Brush collection is starting to increase with 

warmer temps , it is requested to spread word about not placing grass clippings in with brush. 

The DEP has warned us many times, residents place containers out with brush and have grass 

underneath. DEP would like us to collect grass separately or separate both we really can not do 

due to time and resources. Grass must go in black 95 gallon trash containers but ideally it would 

benefit us all if residents would mulch grass clippings and recycle them. If anyone has any 

questions please feel free to e-mail me. 

Bob: Evidently Josh & Dare are going to accompany the recycling crew? Dare: Yes, 
we are. Bob: There is now a list on the Borough website, a list of what can and 
cannot and I understand there’s a Facebook post about the tagging. 
 
Air/Water: Courtney Venuti-Williams:  
A lot of the focus has been the collaboration with Claire on the Meadow. Claire’s 
email covered well why we’re opting out of the volleyball court, will start small 
and expand. Asked Andy why the project was dropped before, he felt nobody 
kept up with it. That’s something we can do something about. Looking at two 
areas. Boxed in area as butterfly garden, or the area in meadow where public can 
see is good idea. Maybe pick one or the other for this season. Claire and Courtney 
can’t identify plants personally, hoping Josh and Dare can head down and 
determine and educate invasive or non-invasive. Got an email asking about 
invasives around entire park. Wasn’t sure how to redirect them. Dare: Parks & 
Rec used to hire someone during summer, but not sure if that’s a budgetary 
concern. Andy could say if someone was going to maintain planted areas. Bob: I 
did go by that a while back. When I went by there was nothing growing. Didn’t 
appear to be very many trees, etc. Don’t know if it would be best to clear cut and 
throw seed. Courtney: Andy might have the equipment. Bob: Rather than rush 
and do it wrong, let’s take our time. Courtney: Maybe it makes more sense to 
start with the butterfly garden. Bob: Yes. Josh: I think the block would be great. 



We can get plugs from North Creek Nursery. It’s late for seed, but plugs would be 
affordable. Bob: What prep is needed? Josh: We’d have to get rid of it all. Not 
sure what shade is cast by the deck. Bob: It’s sunny. Courtney: I can check. Josh: It 
faces east? Dare: We can wander down and see if we can identify. Bob: We can 
concentrate on directly below the deck. Whatever plugs, if we make a wish list 
and get a cost estimate, we should be able to fund. We should get Andy and Dan 
from Parks and Rec to handle. We need guidance from Josh and Dare on if it 
needs to be cut back or completely bare. 
 
Open Space: Claire Yeager: Not present. 
 
 
Site Plan: Tom Slenkamp: 
March 15th meeting our engineer reported 594 E Holly Ave subdivision request 
approved. The builder needed DEP regarding potential wetlands. The letter came 
through, it said the area of immediate disturbance isn’t wetlands, but does fall 
within buffer. Because of impact on buffer, applicant withdrew subdivision 
request. I will get a copy of that latter to Josh if you still want it. Bob: I think there 
is a 50 foot buffer. That came up with the armory. Josh: They changed it too, 
made it more strict. Bob: Everybody had the opportunity to meet Amy and walk 
the area behind Public Works. Different discussions. Where do things stand 
regarding posting area as conservation area? Amy: Nothing has happened. PD 
hasn’t told me if they’ve done anything. Looking to see if it ties our hands for 
future use if we declare anything. Last meeting was monopolized by the budget, 
and the meeting before was GCL. After budget we can focus on this. 
 
Shade Tree: Josh Hitchner:  
Last week on Tue 23rd, met with Judy in Ballard and she requested a quote to 
trim trees. Amy can I get any notice regarding tree removals? Amy: I’ll send a 
confirming email. Josh: I’m going to ask for 72 hours of notice prior to removal 
because there were trees removed at Glen Lake I wasn’t happy about. Bob: Who 
would this be? Josh: Judy or the Borough or Public Works. I have a tree I want to 
plant in Museum grounds this month, honoring a former resident (deceased). I 
think we can cover the cost. Any issue? Dare: I think we need to have better 
control. Josh: I think it’s better to manage the process. Bob: I think we should buy 
the tree. But I want it clear we plant this tree as requested. It’s a one shot deal. If 
for whatever reason it doesn’t survive, we’re not insuring it. Josh: I think it’ll be 



budget dependent. This came to me from Judy and a Council member so I 
ordered a dogwood in April, need to encumber $200 from tree replacement. 
Josh put it to a vote, Dare seconded. 
Tom: Given recent vandalism, will there be any security precaution? Josh: The 
museum is fenced in, I’m hoping that alone will be a huge deterrent. 
Passed unanimously. 
Dare and I are going out with Fred and one of sub-committee to tag the recycling 
 
Education: Dare Euler:  
Nothing to report. 
 
Lipari/Alcyon: Bob Holwitt:  
I emailed several times to meet Bret Yeats and John from Frederica and Aiken. 
From that meeting it’s very very clear we need permit. They prepared a proposal, 
that went to Judy, it’s on the April 12th agenda. Then they can work on preparing 
permit application. No idea how long it will take. Ed Blanner discussed live stakes, 
he said he thought there was an area of the shore immediately adjacent that we 
could put them in and they could grow into trees. I’m told they are very 
inexpensive. I don’t know the timeframe, but imagine we need to do it quickly. 
Any info? Josh: They’re 18” pieces of Willow that get shoved right into coir logs, 
kind of small bushes. Bob: He said we could put them right into the dirt. Josh: We 
couldn’t cut the buffer anymore if we did that. Bob: That area between the buffer 
and where the coir logs would go that he suggested and then fence around it. 
Josh: It would then be like an 8’ wall of shrubs, not very fisherman friendly. Bob: 
there would still be plenty of other fishing spots. Get them from some place? 
Josh: Pinelands. Bob: Best time to plant? Josh: Not sure. Bob: Several no feeding 
wildlife signs were installed. Gabi: I saw feed on the ground around the sign. Dare 
& Josh: Yup. We saw it too. 
 
Old Business:  
Earth Day 
Bob: Sign ups? Amy: there’s none. Gabi’s family has four spots and another family 
has three. Courtney: Where has it been shared? Josh: Jen is on the sub-
committee. Dare: Do we want it shared through school? Amy: I don’t think it went 
to the schools. It’s been posted on social media. I was concerned maybe it was 
too complicated. Bob: Well it’s April 1st. Between purchasing supplies etc. and 
arranging demonstrations. The question at this point, do we want to leave sign-



ups open? Dare: We’d have to get two weeks from today. Bob: I think we’d need 
to know by the 12th. Courtney: And we need to know how many we need to be 
worth it. Bob: we anticipated up to 120 for the day. I think at least 20/30 people 
each times slot to make it worth it. Tom: I talked to a couple families last 
weekend, they said you’re conflicting with all the spring sports. Bob: Only 
stipulation we had was in order to get a prize, you had to complete everything. 
Josh: Can we consolidate it all to one location? Bob: That’s what we’ve done in 
the past. We tried to do three locations to comply with social distancing, etc. We 
could adjust it and condense. Amy: Since both families signed up for Betty, maybe 
eliminate Ballard. Bob: We could do that. Move everything down there. Park a 
truck in the lot behind Memorial School. People could walk across. Dare: I’m 
thinking with circumstances, you’re right about the morning activities. I love the 
stream study, but maybe we ought to focus on recycling education. Just do a few 
activities at Betty park. Rather than do a lot of work for little gain, just dial back to 
recycling this year and shoot for something bigger next year. Courtney: It sounded 
really cool and I was looking forward to it, but it seems like it’s not working. Bob: 
If we want a truck, we need a safe place to bring it. Dare: Just do everything at 
Ballard, we can still do the cheerios and the tree rubbing, and the truck. Josh: I 
think Ballard works best because we can capture some walk-ups. I also think it 
should be very simple. Bob: Ballard park. 10 to 12? Dare: Yes. Bob: We’ll focus on 
recycling, ask Fred for a truck. Amy, can we get in the basement? We have 
displays etc. Amy: I’m sure we could get in there. Bob: Do we want to do the 
rubbings? Courtney: Keep the rubbings. Dare: And the cheerios are cheap, I have 
chenille sticks. Bob: What were those sticks for pollinators? Dare: We got 
Japanese knotweed. Bob: So that’s not easy. Nevermind. Dare: I think there’s still 
tree cookies in the basement we can use. Bob: We need to update, get info out. 
Josh: For prizes, native plants and little trees I can get, goodie bags? Bob: How are 
we getting that out aside from Facebook? Dare: We go back on Tuesday, I can 
email asking it to be dispersed. Bob: Do we still need to pre-reg? Amy: We can 
maybe do both. Let people register. I’ve updated it while we were talking. Dare: 
And if anyone wants a stream walk, I’ll take you down. Bob: Maybe one day Amy, 
I can meet you down at Borough Hall and bring it upstairs and stage in the 
conference room. Dare: We should still have the yard signs. Tom: What about on 
the Borough website? Amy: It’s already on there (per Andy) and I asked for it to 
be posted on Facebook, it’s just a matter of it getting shared. Bob: Josh, you need 
to make a motion to spend up to 300 for prizes. Tom: We want to try to get 
seedlings again? Josh: There’s a nursery that sells small perennials. Motion to 



spend 300 on plants. Dare: Second. Josh: I will purchase and get reimbursed. Bob: 
Send Nancy an email. Passed unanimously. 
 
New Business:  
Bob: Since GCL presentation, any feedback? Amy: I’ve gotten a lot of feedback, 
both positive and negative. There’s a fair amount of misunderstanding over who 
gets to decide if this is happening. I volunteered to take this on thinking it aligns 
with Enviro etc. People are frustrated and very mean about this. I don’t think it 
matters what we think. About the quiet zones, I asked for a meeting with the 
County. Also asked the mayor to ask if it will make our insurance cost prohibitive. 
There was a feasibility study in a North Jersey town and they couldn’t afford quiet 
zones. Downside is the liability then shifts to the town (or county), also concerned 
about all the trees that need to removed. I don’t know that this is actually going 
to happen. Steve at the bike shop is looking at selling over this for example. I 
would like a feasibility study, but also afraid of the answer. We’ll see. Bob: I was 
curious what you were hearing. They have some money to move forward, this is a 
significant project that they feel is a benefit. Rather than dwelling on the negative, 
Pitman should figure out how to embrace this. Can we develop Sony, or combine 
the middle school and change that property over to housing etc.  
 
Tom: Amy, anything come up regarding fracking question? Amy: No, not 
mentioned. I wanted PEC’s opinion before I bring it up at future council meeting. 
 
Bob: I’ll send an email out following up regarding Earth Day. Josh and the sub-
committee can take over recycling, the rest of us can help with arts and crafts etc. 
I noticed tables at Ballard park. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  The next meeting of the Pitman Environmental Commission 
will be Thursday, May 6th, 2021 at 7:30pm. 
 
Meeting ended at 8:33pm. Dare made a motion to adjourn and Josh seconded, all 
members were in favor. 


